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         Center for Social Sciences
Mission Statement
To prepare a highly qualified next generation of social science scholars and practitioners, and in so doing aid to form civil society in the conditions of internationalization of Georgia. 
CSS approach 

· To improve the level of research and teaching in social sciences
· Aid to reform in higher education
· To build the awareness and values of the open society and human rights in globalized world
CSS Activities for development of Social Sciences in Georgia: 
· Educational and professional programs, certified trainings
· Academic and applied research
· International and regional conferences and integration in international academic network
· Publications: books, newsletters, educational materials, popular scientific literature and practical guides
· Translation of classics and contemporary academic titles
· Creation of electronic data sets for researchers and practitioners of the discipline
· Promotion interdisciplinary approach and support for the development of new academic disciplines
· Grans and fellowships for scholars, students, specialists and researchers involved in social sciences for development of academic, applied and interdisciplinary research
CSS History

The Center for Social Sciences was founded in November 2003 as spin-off of Social Sciences Support Program (SSSP, 2000-2003) at Open Society Georgia Foundation (OSGF).
CSS is a network institution of Higher Education Support Program of Open Society Institute in South Caucasus.

Main Projects

· 2000-2003 – Social Sciences Support Program.
Donor organization: Open Society Georgia Foundation
Project outcomes: Renewal of Master programs in Social Sciences at Tbilisi State University, development of new MA courses and supplementary textbooks for graduate study programs, creation and introduction of interdisciplinary MA program, human resources development through: trainings of professionals and scholars at Western European and US universities; by series of winter and summer schools as well as by seminars held for Faculty members and administration of Tbilisi State University; Foundation of Social Sciences Resource Center to support teaching and research in the field. The Social Science Resource Center comprised library, computer class with free internet and access to on-line electronic library. First time in Georgia the Dictionary of Social and Political Sciences was published by means of local academic resources and in cooperation with the State Commission of Georgian Language and the Institute of Linguistics of Georgian Academy of Science. 12 titles of classics and modern academic literature were translated and published.
· 2004-2007 -  Developing Graduate programs in Social Sciences at Tbilisi State University 
Donor organization: Open Society Institute, Higher Education Support Program (OSI HESP)

Outcomes: New interdisciplinary Master programs – international English-language program Transformation in Sauth Caucasus  and Gender Studies. Gender Studies introduced at Ivane  Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University is the first Masters’ institutionalized degree program in former Soviet Union. 22 new Master level courses peer-reviewed by foreign colleagues were developed and implemented in the curriculums of graduate programs of the Faculty of Social and Political Studies at TSU. Extended syllabuses as educational materials and model examples were published for students as well as for wider audience. Quality assurance unit was institutionalized at the university. The Concept Paper of PhD program was developed. This paper received positive response from Bologna Secretariat and it was valued as the best effort from NIS countries for effective development of PhD programs. Two international conferences on PhD programs and rebuilding research universities in context of European Higher Education Area were held.  Detailed regulation of teaching and administration for the Faculty of Social and Political Studies was elaborated (http://www.social.tsu.ge/); Academic Writing course was introduced at BA and MA levels with respective supervision and educational resources; The model of integrative teaching and research was created  and introduced at TSU academic programs administrated by the Center for Social Sciences; Experts and professionals in higher education and organizational development were invited to support organizational changes at Tbilisi State University. 
Major Outcomes and Achievements of TSU – CSS Cooperation:
Rebuilding TSU as International Research University
1. Implementation of European Credits Transfer System (ECTS)
2. Introduction of innovative methodologies of teaching and students’ evaluation
3. Creation of Quality Assurance Unit
4. Elaboration of PhD programs’ Concept Paper and creation the model of integration of teaching and research

5. Trainings, Workshops and Summer Schools for University administration and Faculty members
6. Provision of institutional sustainability at the Faculty of Social and Political Studies at TSU through human resources development; Integration of teaching  and research in the new academic programs; Trainings in administration and management
7. New interdisciplinary Master programs in Social Sciences (MSocSc): Society and Politics (2003-2004), Society and Modernization; Politics of Social Changes; South Caucasus in Transition (2004-2005); Gender Studies (2005-2007)
8. English-language Cross-regional Master program in Transformation in the South Caucasus (2005-2008)

9. Provision of international quality assurance for program accreditation in Social Sciences through developing the peer-reviewed courses involving internationally recognized scholars
10. Development Academic Writing and introducing the range of courses at all steps of higher education
11. Development of research methods’ module
12. Promotion of PhD programs development: International conferences on PhD program in the framework of Bologna Process and elaboration of strategy and action plan for implementation of PhD programs in Social Sciences and rebuilding the research University
13. Development of educational and research resources in Social Sciences: Library, Computer class with free internet and access to electronic networks of on-line resources, mini publishing house
14. Development and publication of educational materials such as  extended syllabuses of new Master courses and seminars, readers, Georgian translations of academic titles and academic writing handbooks
15. Promotion of mutual exchange within the academia as well as for society in general by international academic networks through inviting foreign guest professors and arranging public lectures and seminars
Activities Funded by

The Center for Social Sciences
in 2004-2007
	Teaching and Academic Fellowships
	$239 004

	Research
	$263 292

	PhD programs' Development
	$41 525

	Workshops and Summer Schools
	$128 552

	Publications and Academic Translations
	$57 660

	Developing Resources (Library, Computer class, mini publishing house etc.)
	$117 590

	Administration
	$211 239

	Total:
	$1 058 862
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