Project title: Developing Graduate programs in Social Sciences at Tbilisi State University 

Project implementation period: 2004 - 2007

Donor organization: Open Society Institute, Higher Education Support Program (OSI HESP) 

Project outcomes: New interdisciplinary Master programs – international English-language program Transformation in Sauth Caucasus and Gender Studies. Gender Studies introduced at Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University is the first Masters’ institutionalized degree program in former Soviet Union. 22 new Master level courses peer-reviewed by foreign colleagues were developed and implemented in the curriculums of graduate programs of the Faculty of Social and Political Studies at TSU. Extended syllabuses as educational materials and model examples were published for students as well as for wider audience. Quality assurance unit was institutionalized at the university. The Concept Paper of PhD program was developed. This paper received positive response from Bologna Secretariat and it was valued as the best effort from NIS countries for effective development of PhD programs. Two international conferences on PhD programs and rebuilding research universities in context of European Higher Education Area were held. Detailed regulation of teaching and administration for the Faculty of Social and Political Studies was elaborated (http://www.social.tsu.ge); Academic Writing course was introduced at BA and MA levels with respective supervision and educational resources; The model of integrative teaching and research was created and introduced at TSU academic programs administrated by the Center for Social Sciences; Experts and professionals in higher education and organizational development were invited to support organizational changes at Tbilisi State University.

