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Rationale: The Tbilisi State University has adopted the four-year Bachelors degree as its basic undergraduate qualification.  Modern Bachelors degrees are designed to allow students to sample a range of disciplines in the first 2-3 years of study and then to increasingly specialize and concentrate their studies in the final two years of the degree. This initial flexibility makes sound academic sense, especially in the Social Sciences.  This is because most students entering the University for the first time usually have no more than a superficial understanding of what the various Social Science disciplines offer them in terms of focus and scope of knowledge or into what types of career a degree in these subjects may eventually lead them. Consequently, access to information and a range of choices at the first year is essential.  Allowing students to sample quite broadly at first and to then later make a more informed choice of major enhances the wisdom of their choice and allows them to follow specific interests, thus increasing both their motivation and their commitment to study.  

In addition, the opportunity to sample a range of different subjects and courses and the availability of a flexible degree format enables students to structure their own programs of study around topics that they find interesting and challenging.  Often students creatively exploit their subject choices and integrate knowledge from different disciplines in unique and socially advantageous ways.  Accordingly, a degree program that provides for a format that can incorporate both a Major and Minor + Electives and also a Double Major + Electives provides students with opportunities to explore different subjects in both breadth and depth. It also allows them, within the constraints of the University’s course timetable, to generate their own valid and interesting combinations of disciplines and courses.  In this way they can create their own knowledge base and structure their future careers.

In universities with well-integrated degree programs, there should also be the opportunity for students to enroll in courses in more than one faculty, so that although at least their major (or at least one major if the student completes a double major) is in their home faculty, they are permitted to study substantial elements of their degree in another faculty.  For example, if Political Science is located in the Social Sciences Faculty and History in the Humanities Faculty, a Social Sciences student should be able to include relevant History courses in their Political Science degree.  Similarly, a student in Psychology may wish to include courses in Biology in their degree, and this too should be possible if they so wish and the timetable allows it. Equally, students from Humanities, Business and Sciences should be able to take courses in Social Sciences disciplines.  In some universities some Departments or some courses from given Departments may be able to be credited to more than one degree.  For example, certain courses in History and Philosophy may be included in the Faculty of Social Sciences list of approved courses for the Bachelor of Social Sciences.  Similarly, the Faculty of Science may recognize the courses in General and Experimental Psychology as courses for its BSc. Degree.

The model of a Bachelor of Social Sciences degree set out below attempts to provide for a flexible degree with study options across departments and faculties and which incorporates major + minor or double-major options as well as elective courses.  Special program degrees also are mentioned, since these can be used to provide specific professional training based on Social Science subjects.

Bachelor of Social Sciences Degree Format: Given that the degree comprises four years of study, a degree format providing for an initial broad sampling of disciplines followed by increasing specialization over the four years (100 level to 400 level courses) might look something like the diagram in Figure 1.  As can be seen in Figure 1, the degree comprises a total of 24 courses.  The student is expected to complete six courses at each level, averaging three per semester.  Increasing specialization and more intensive and in-depth study is reflected in the number of courses taken in the Major discipline in a given year of study, compared with the Minor or electives, as the student advances through the levels of the degree over the four years.  In terms of credits, it is also notable that at a minimum the degree comprises a total of 240 credits, of which a Major requires a minimum of 110 credits and a Minor requires a minimum  of  70 credits.  A minimum of 60 credits remains for Elective courses.
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Figure 1.  Format of Bachelors Degree with Major-Minor + Electives

At each level of the degree, students are expected to have an average minimum workload per semester of 30 credits. The normal maximum per semester would be 45 credits at the 400 level, and then only if a student enrolled in three 15-credit courses in one semester.

Major + Minor + Elective Courses Program: Internationally, Bachelor’s degrees are structured so that the minimum requirements include a Major in one subject, representing four years of increasingly focused study in that discipline, and a Minor, representing a substantial program of study in another, often related, discipline.  The remainder of the degree program is made up of Elective courses that can be taken from the Major subject, the Minor subject or from other available and academically relevant disciplines chosen by the student.  Normally, students will tend to take more than the required minimum of courses in their Major subject and often they will also take more than the minimum required in their Minor subject.  However, having degree regulations that do not fill the entire degree with required Major and Minor courses allows students to make subject choices and to follow interests that they value and consider relevant to their academic development and the creation of a future career for themselves.

According to the model in Figure 1., a student completing a Bachelor of Social Sciences degree will have a minimum of eleven courses in their Major subject (2x100, 3x200, 3x300 and 3x400), equivalent to 46% of their degree and totaling 110 credits.  They will have a minimum of seven courses in their minor subject (2x100; 2x200; 2x300; 1x400), equivalent to 29% of their degree and equivalent to 70 credits.  There are six Elective courses (2x100; 1x200; 1x300; 2x400) to a minimum value of 60 credits. Remember, it is likely that most students will take more than the minimum number of courses and credits in their Major discipline and often more than the minimum in their Minor discipline. 

As shown in Figure 1., courses at the 400 level have been given a minimum value of 10 credits but provision has been made for courses at this level to be valued at up to 15 credits.  This is to allow recognition of additional workload requirements that may occur in some 400 level courses. These may include research projects, additional requirements for academic writing, such as essays or reviews of published research or textbooks, additional practical assignments, workshops or laboratory classes.

To increase the flexibility of the students’ progress through the degree, it should be permissible to allow them to enroll in higher- level courses once they have completed a given number of lower level courses.  For example, students who have already successfully completed a required minimum number of courses at the 100 and 200 level should be able to enroll in some 300 or 400 level courses (see Degree Regulations 7 and 8 below).  This allows students who have moved to Social Sciences from another Faculty, or who for some reason have changed their Major or Minor, to maintain the momentum of their study program.  There should be no restriction to giving students such an option beyond being satisfied that they are capable of successfully completing the courses they select.

Other ways of increasing the flexibility of course options include dual accreditation of courses and the inclusion of “Special Topic” courses at 300 and 400 levels.  

Dual accreditation is commonly used in Bachelors Degrees to expand the range of study choices for students completing either Minor + Major or Double Major degrees.  The choices students have for their courses at the 300 or 400 level can be expanded by a subject agreeing that it will give credit for equivalent and relevant courses offered by another subject. This is quite easily justifiable in academic terms.  For example, a 400 level course in Political Science that examines the rise and fall of Nazism in Germany between 1933 and 1945 would be expected to incorporate analysis of the political, economic, and social impacts of the Nazi regime in Germany and, possibly, in other countries invaded by the Wehrmacht.  Such a course could easily be considered for credit as an equivalent course in Social and Economic Geography, Sociology, Social Psychology, History or International Relations because much of the content and issues covered is transferable into those disciplines, even if the methods of analysis differ.  

Using the same argument, a 300 level Social and Economic Geography course that examined the social and economic factors associated with the Russian Gulag system from the late Tzarist period to the end of the Soviet Union could, on reasonable academic grounds, be credited to Political Science, Sociology, History, or Social Psychology (as is evident from a reading of Gulag: A history by Anne Applebaum, Doubleday, 2003).   

There are many such examples of overlap of interest and transferability of knowledge that justify, on academic grounds, the recognition by one subject of the relevance and validity of particular courses offered within a related discipline. This mutual recognition also has economic advantages because it reduces duplication of courses and allows subjects to save on staff and teaching resources when other subjects teach courses relevant to their own academic interests.  Obviously, it is in the interests of students that each subject agrees ahead of time on those courses from another subject that they are prepared to recognize as equivalent to their own.  Regulations can also be promulgated to allow students to apply for special permission from the Dean to have other courses accepted as equivalent. If the proposal has academic merit and the disciplines involved agree, such courses can be added to the list of approved equivalent courses. 

Special Topics: Another way in which flexibility can be introduced into Departmental course choices is making provision for courses labeled as “Special Topics” for students completing either a Double Major or the Major + Minor form of the degree.  Two or three of these “Special Topic” courses can be offered in a Department’s list of courses available at the 300, 400 and Masters Degree levels. No course description is given for Special Topics, as they exist simply to enable new courses that have a special purpose and a limited life-span to be created at short notice.  

Having “Special Topic” courses listed provides opportunities for a Department to arrange, at short notice, for Visiting Professors to teach a course related to their special interests.  They also provide for students to make a proposal to the Head of Department for permission to enroll in a Special Topic so they can study a topic of special interest to them that is not part of the regular curriculum. In this case, the student would be required to make a sound academic case for the proposed program of study. The Head of Department would require the student to submit a plan of the proposed project covering the topic to be studied, the time to be spent in study, the availability of study resources (e.g., books, journals, internet), the form of final report of the study and the signed agreement of a competent member of staff to provide supervision of the project and to grade it. The staff member would also indicate the frequency and duration of meetings with the student that the project would require.  

Major + Minor + Electives examples.  Using Figure 1 as the basis, consider the program devised by a student intending to major in Sociology.  She enrolls in two 100 level Sociology courses (20 credits), two 100 level Political Science courses (20 credits), two 100 level Social and Economic Geography courses (20 credits), for a total of 60 credits.   In her second year of study, she decides to continue with Sociology as her major, so enrolls in three 200 level courses (30 credits). Because she had found that Social and Economic Geography was interesting and relevant to her Sociology studies she also enrolls in two 200 level courses (20 credits) in that subject and one 200 level course (10 credits) in Political Science.  In year three of her degree she enrolls in four 300 level Sociology courses (40 credits) and two Social and Economic Geography courses (20 credits). For her final year she enrolls in four Sociology 400 level courses (2x15 credits, 2x10 credits) and two Social and Economic Geography courses (1x15 credits, 1x10 credits).  In this way, she has not only exceeded the minimum degree requirements but also filled out her program of study with more than the minimum of Sociology courses.  She has a minor in Social and Economic Geography and some exposure to Political Science in her degree.  In all she accumulated 140 credits in Sociology, 85 credits in Social and Economic Geography and 30 credits in Political Science, for a total of 255 credits in her degree.

Again using Figure 1 as the model, consider an alternative program of study.  A student decides he wants to study Psychology as his major, but he also is interested in International Relations and Political Science.  In his first year of the degree he enrolls in Psychology (2x100/20 credits), International Relations (2x100/20 credits), and Political Science (2x100/20 credits). At the end of this first year he decides to change his major, so in the second year of the degree he enrolls in International Relations (3x200/30 credits), Political Science (2x200/20 credits) and Social Psychology (1x200/10 credits).  For the third year he enrolls in International Relations (3x300/30 credits), Political Science (2x300/20 credits) and Social Psychology (1x300/10 credits).  He completes his Major in International Relations (3x400) with one 10 and two 15 credit papers (40 credits) and his Minor in Political Science with one 10 credit and one 15 credit paper (2x400/25 credits), and takes one 15 credit course in Social Psychology (1x400/15 credits).  While his degree is substantially in International Relations (120 credits) and Political Science (85 credits), he also has some background in Social Psychology (55 credits).  In total, he accumulated 260 credits in completing the degree.

Sample Regulations for the Degree with Major + Minor: 

1. Candidates for the Bachelor of Social Science Degree must enroll and follow an approved program of study in the Faculty of Social Sciences for at least four years.  The normal program of study for the degree comprises 24 courses (6x100; 6x200; 6x300; 4x400) and requires a minimum of 240 credits to be obtained. 

2. The Specified Subjects for a Major in the Faculty of Social Sciences are:

Demography


Gender Studies

International Relations



Journalism



Political Science



Psychology



Social and Economic Geography



Sociology

3. To complete the requirements for a Major in one of the specified Social Science subjects, students must complete a minimum of 11 courses (2x100/20 credits; 3x200/30 credits; 3x300/30 credits; 3x400/30 credits) and obtain an overall minimum of 110 credits, of which at least 90 must be above the 100 level and at least 30 at the 400 level. In addition, a research project is required to be completed in one of the 400 level courses in the Major discipline. 

4. Candidates must also meet any specific or additional requirements for the relevant major subject that are specified in Departmental degree regulations.

5. Candidates must also complete the requirements for a Minor subject by completing a minimum of 7 courses (2x100/20 credits; 2x200/20 credits; 2x300/20 credits; 1x400/10 credits).  To complete their Minor, candidates must accumulate a minimum of 70 credits, 50 above the 100 level and not less than 10 credits at the 400 level. The Minor discipline must normally be chosen from the list of Specified Subjects in the Faculty of Social Sciences.  With the special permission of the Dean students may enroll in a Minor in another Faculty. 

6. Candidates may take up to six Elective courses (2x100; 1x200; 1x300; 2x400) to a value of 60 credits in subjects outside of those listed as Specified Subjects for the degree. However, when a candidate already has obtained special permission from the Dean to complete a Minor in another faculty, the Dean may require that all Elective courses be selected from the list of Specified Subjects in the Faculty of Social Sciences.

7. Candidates must gain at least 40 credits in 100 level courses before being able to enroll in 200 level courses.

8. Candidates must gain at least 90 credits at the 100 and 200 levels before being permitted to enroll in any courses above the 200 level.

9. The Faculty Dean has delegated authority from the Academic Council to apply a variation or waiver of any degree regulation in individual cases where there is a justifiable case.  All variations or waivers approved by the Faculty Dean will be reported to the relevant Head of Department and to the Academic Council.
Double Major Program: Double major degrees offer the more able students considerable opportunities to study more than one discipline in depth and they allow the student to benefit from the exciting cross-fertilization that can occur when the artificial disciplinary boundaries are crossed and the territories of two disciplines are explored.  Many universities allow double majors because of the options they create for students and to meet student demand for broader study options and more applicable qualifications.  Of course, creating the possibility for double majors requires co-operation and flexibility between disciplines and faculties.  Academics with open minds to learning and to progressive education embrace and support the provision of such study options. They realize that, often, artificial divisions between subjects are created for administrative convenience rather than for sound academic reasons.  Academics also appreciate that there are overlapping interests and common ground at the borders of related disciplines which, although often viewed differently through varying methods of analysis and theoretical position, are shared.   

Examples of disciplines that could co-operate to establish interesting double majors include: International Relations and Political Science, International Relations and Social and Economic Geography, International Relations and Journalism, International Relations and History, Political Science and Journalism, Political Science and Social and Economic Geography, Political Science and Sociology, Psychology and Sociology, Psychology and Social and Economic Geography, Psychology and Biology, Sociology and Social and Economic Geography, and Sociology and International Relations.  This list is not intended to be exhaustive.

Similarly, as suggested above (pages 4-5) in relation to the Major + Minor + Electives form of the degree, the range of choices students have in courses for their Double Majors can be expanded by having dual accreditation of courses across disciplines with related subject matter or academic focus and by the use of “Special Topic” classifications for 2-3 papers at the 300 and 400 levels in all subjects.

In diagrammatic form, a Double Major would look much like that set out in Figure 2 on page 8 below.  What is evident in Figure 2 is that a Double Major eliminates students’ Elective choices above the 100 level.  In this way they expand what would otherwise have been their Minor into a Major and concentrate virtually all of their studies on just two subjects. By taking a Double Major, students still complete 24 courses and still have a minimum of 240 credits to accumulate for the degree, but with 11 courses in each of their two major disciplines, students must obtain a minimum of 220 credits in total for the two majors.

Double Majors give students options in employment, encourage the transfer of knowledge across disciplinary boundaries, and allow the graduate who wishes to continue study at the Masters Degree level to select which discipline they now wish to concentrate on.  In some universities, Double Majors also are possible in the Masters Degree.  This is achieved through dual accreditation of an agreed proportion of the Masters degree papers and the thesis to the two subjects and by the student’s thesis demonstrating use of knowledge and theories from both subjects.
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Figure 2. Format of Bachelors Degree with Double Major

Double Major Examples: A student enrolls in two 100 level courses in each of Psychology, Sociology, and International Relations (total, 60 credits). At the beginning of his second year of study, he decides he would like to complete a double major in Social Psychology and Sociology, so enrolls in three 200 level Psychology courses (30 credits) and three 200 level Sociology courses (30 credits).  In his third year of study he completes three 300 level courses in both Psychology and Sociology for a total of 60 credits. In his final year he also enrolls in three Psychology (3x15 credits) and three Sociology (1x15, 2x10 credits) at the 400 level in each discipline.  His Psychology Major totals 125 credits and his Sociology Major totals 115 credits.  Overall he accumulated 260 credits in the degree.

A second student enrolls in two 100 level courses in Political Science and Social and Economic Geography and in one course in each of History and Sociology for a total of 60 credits.  In her second year, she decides to complete a double major in Political Science and Social and Economic Geography and takes the required number of 200 and 300 level courses in each (total 120 credits).  In her final year she seeks approval from the Dean to have a 400 level, 15 credit Industrial Psychology course on the “Impact of Migrant workers on Industrial Relations” credited as an equivalent course in Social and Economic Geography because she has been making a special study of the socio-economic aspects of migration. The Dean approves and as a result her major in Social and Economic Geography includes one course in Psychology that is accredited to her degree as an equivalent course in the Social and Economic Geography Department. In her final (400 level) year she has accumulated 40 credits in Social and Economic Geography and 40 credits in Political Science.  In total she has 120 credits in each of Social and Economic Geography and Sociology which in addition to 10 credits in History and 10 credits in Sociology, for an overall total of 260 credits in the degree.

Regulations for the Double Major: 

1. Candidates for the degree of Bachelor of Social Sciences may enroll in Double Major in two of the Social Science subjects set out in the list of Specified Subjects.  With the special permission of the Dean students may complete one of the two Majors in a subject offered in a Faculty other than the Faculty of Social Sciences.  

2. A Double Major requires that candidates complete a total of 24 courses, with eleven courses to a value of 110 credits (2x100/20 credits, 3x200/30 credits, 3x300/30 credits, 3x400/30 credits) being taken in each of the two Major subjects. For each Major at least 90 credits must be above the 100 level and at least 30 must be at the 400 level. One of the 400 level courses in each Major subject must include a research project.  

3. Candidates must also meet any specific or additional requirements for the relevant major subject that are specified in Departmental degree regulations.

4. In all students must obtain a minimum of 240 credits, with at least 60 credits at the 400 level in each of the two Major disciplines.  Students wishing to complete a Double Major are normally required to make that decision at the start of their second year of study by enrolling in three 200 level courses in each of their Major disciplines. 

5. Candidates must gain at least 40 credits in 100 level courses before being able to enroll in 200 level courses.

6. Candidates must gain at least 90 credits at the 100 and 200 levels before being permitted to enroll in any courses above the 200 level.

7. The Faculty Dean has delegated authority from the Academic Council to apply a variation or waiver of any degree regulation in individual cases where there is a justifiable case.  All variations or waivers approved by the Faculty Dean will be reported to the relevant Head of Department and to the Academic Council.
Degree regulations also normally include provision for exclusion from the University of students who fail to make sufficient progress in their studies.  These typically would be part of general degree regulations promulgated by the Academic Council.
Special Program Degrees:  The degree format should be adaptable so that provision can be made for special program degrees.  These degrees are usually designed to provide specific professional training to meet labour market demand and incorporate practical work as well as academic study so that graduates can enter the workforce with enough professional training to immediately start practice.  For the Social Sciences, such degrees could include Policy Analysis, Tourism, Community Development or Social Work.  To provide such professional training, relevant Faculties and Departments co-operate and contribute courses that make up the program of study.  For example, Policy Analysis could include courses from International Relations, Political Science and Economics.  Tourism could include courses from Social and Economic Geography, Sociology, International Relations and Business Studies.  Community Development could involve Social Psychology, Organizational Psychology, Sociology and Social and Economic Geography.  Social Work would require specific Social Work courses plus Psychology and Sociology courses.   

The Special Program degree would probably have to involve a modification of the Major + Minor model, with Elective courses being replaced by additional courses in the Major and, in some cases the Elective credits being assigned to high workload courses, such as those involving professional practice in the workplace.  For example, while the degree format would be similar to the Bachelor of Social Sciences degree at the 100 and 200 levels, at the 300 and 400 levels the practical courses of the Major would require credit loadings of up to 30 credits to accommodate the time demands of field practice. To allow students manageable workloads, the addition credits would have to come from the 300 and 400 level Electives, so that these students would not have to take Elective courses at this level.  Accordingly, the Major could still have 11 courses and the Minor 7, as in the Bachelor of Social Sciences, but there would only be three Elective courses (2x100, 1x200) and a total of 21 courses for the degree. The degree regulations would have to include requirements that students had to complete certain compulsory courses in the Major and Minor in order to qualify for their profession.  In effect, adoption of such compulsory courses is necessary for specific professional training, but students’ freedom to choose courses is traded off to make this possible.

Conclusion:  The intention of this degree model is to provide students with a flexible Bachelors degree format able to accommodate a substantial program of study in at least two subjects, either in the form of a Major + Minor + Electives or a Double Major with limited Electives.   This approach recognizes that students value the opportunity to increase both the range of knowledge they acquire and the range of employment opportunities that are available from degrees that include substantial amounts of study in more than one discipline.  Students also can benefit from co-operation between different Departments with courses whose topics can be seen to overlap and which develop agreements over dual accreditation of appropriate courses. Additional flexibility of choice for students can be created through use of “Special Topic” courses.   In these ways, students can structure degrees that contain courses and subjects that they find interesting or challenging.  It also increases their opportunities to create a program of study that they see as useful for a future career.  This in-built flexibility and wide range of choice can be of great benefit to the University because it is not always possible to identify or predict labour market trends and to quickly shape courses to exactly fit those needs.  Given it takes four years to produce a graduate, changes in the labour market can make narrow or specific courses redundant by the time the students graduate.  Adoption of this Bachelors degree format would also bring the Faculty of Social Sciences at TSU into line with international developments in undergraduate study.

PAGE  
1

