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Program’s Analogue
Interdisciplinary Master’s Program in Gender at Tbilisi State University is analogical to Gender and Women’s Studies programs of some USA universities. Among them are graduate programs in Women’s Studies in the University of California in Los-Angeles (http://www.women.ucla.edu) and in the University of California in Berkley (http://www.berkeley.edu/academics/departments/w.html). TSU interdisciplinary MA program is similar to the Master Program of Women’s and Gender Studies Department of Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, USA (http://womens-studies.rutgers.edu). The director of the latter one is an academic supervisor of TSU Master’s Program in Gender. 
 Program Description 
· Program Aims and Objectives
The Graduate Program aims to
· prepare specialist of gender studies

· let students deliberate the concept of gender, as a scholarly and a social phenomenon and in doing so to develop in them  the skills of verbal and written communications; to provide them with academic and research-based materials/resources/knowledge by means of theoretical, as well as practical ways of teaching

· teach both academic and applicable, research aspects of modern social sciences and gender perspectives 

· instruct students how to write analytical reports and articles.
· Intended Outcomes
After the successful completion of the program student is well-aware of the theoretical and philosophical concepts of gender studies; she or he will be capable of conducting and processing fruitful scientific and analytical researches in the sphere of Gender Studies. Student possesses skills of representing the results of her/his research and is able to employ gender perspective while analyzing certain challenges and problems. 
· Employment Prospects
Graduates of MA program in Gender are eligible to be employed in/by all those International and local governmental or non-governmental organizations which are practicing gender components/issues in their work agenda.
Admission Requirements
· Bachelor’s degree or Diploma with successful completion in any academic sphere is satisfactory; it is desirable that students have studied courses in social and political sciences. Prior work experience is not obligatory.
· In addition to the documents required by Tbilisi State University applicants must represent a letter of motivation which reflects candidate’s expectations, wishes, motivations and vision why she or he applies exactly this discipline.  Except of abovementioned applicant may attach any relevant information which depicts his or her past or present activities, qualification and work experience related to scientific/scholarly or practical occupation.
· An entrance/admission examination is conducted in a written form and takes 4 hours. The essential part of the admission process is an interview with the committee consisting of the head of Gender Program and four other faculty/staff members engaged in the program. 
· Candidate is required to demonstrate speaking, reading and writing skills in English language at B2 level or above.

Program Structure

The graduate program is based on a model of the practitioner scholar and is directed to satisfy the requirements of labor market. It focuses on the preparation of a researcher, who will be skilled enough to study and analyze social, cultural and political challenges and to provide policy change-oriented recommendations. Master’s Thesis will be accomplished in the prism of applied sciences.
The program curriculum includes courses oriented to the development of academic skills. They are not granted ECTS, but are mandatory and students get pass/fail in them. These courses are: Information Technologies and English for Social Sciences.

The MA program curriculum includes intensive English course “Agency, Subjectivity and Social Change” taught by Prof. Joanna Regulska, the foreign expert of the interdisciplinary MA program in Gender (Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, Rutgers, University of new Jersey, USA). This is a five-credit mandatory lecture-seminar course. Prof. Regulska visits the Center for Social Sciences (CSS) several times per academic year with the purpose of teaching her course and working on the issues of MA Program in Gender. Her visits are financially supported by Academic Fellowship Program (Higher Educational Support Program/Open Society Institute, Budapest). 
From the next year the MA program curriculum will be consisted of both mandatory and elective courses and will be set up on the following principles: study component is granted 70 ECTS, research component is given 15 ECTS; as for the internship – student gets 5 credits in it.
Most majority of the mandatory and elective courses are administered by CSS (for course list see Program Curriculum, p. 6). From the on-coming 2007-2008 academic year the curriculum will be renewed by adding 4 new elective courses:
1. Gender and Migration (Tinatin Zurabishvili, 5 ECTS)
2. Quantitative Research Methods (Tinatin Zurabishvili, 5 ECTS)
3. Women’s Social Activism in Post-Soviet Caucasus (research seminar, Tamar

    Onoprienko 5 ECTS)

4. Theory and Practice of Socio-political Theory of Gender (Lela Gaprindashvili, 

    from the curriculum of MA in Sociology, 5 ECTS)

From the Faculty of Social and Political Studies the following professors are teaching in the Interdisciplinary MA program in Gender: Nino Javakhishvili (associated professor), Lia Tsuladze (assistant professor) and Mzia Tsereteli (associated professor). 

On a contract bases the following instructors are invited to the program: Tamar Saebdashvili, Lela Khomeriki, Tinatin Zurabishvili and Medea Badashvili (total credits from their courses: 30 ECTS).
          PROGRAM CURRICULUM 
	Curriculum of 

Interdisciplinary  Master’s Program in Gender
Academic Year 2007-2008 


	
	Course Title


	Course Status: required or elective*
	Total ECTS
	Distribution of ECTS

	
	
	
	
	Semester

	
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV

	1.
	Basics of Gender and Feminist Theories
	Required 
	10
	10
	
	
	

	2.
	Academic Writing
	Required 
	5
	5
	
	
	

	3.
	Gender Research Methods
	Required 
	10
	5
	5
	
	

	4.
	Feminist Philosophy 
	Required 
	10
	
	
	10
	

	5.
	Historical Aspects of Women’s Rights 
	Required 
	10
	10
	
	
	

	6.
	Gender and Development
	Required
	5
	
	5
	
	

	7.
	Policy Analysis
	Required 
	10
	
	10
	
	

	8.
	Research Seminar
	Required 
	5
	
	
	5
	

	9.
	Gender: Cultural and Social Construct 
	Required 
	10
	
	
	10
	

	10.
	Special Course: Agency, Subjectivity and Social Change
	Required 
	5
	
	5
	
	

	
	Credits to be accumulated in required courses
	
	80
	30
	25
	25
	

	13.
	Socio – political theory of Gender (from the curriculum of the Deparment of Sociology, Faculty of Social and Political Studies, TSU)
	Elective
	5
	
	5
	
	

	14.
	Migration and Gender
	Elective
	5
	
	5
	
	

	
	Women’s activism in Post-Soviet Caucasus
	Elective
	5
	
	5
	
	

	
	Qualitative Research Methods
	Elective
	5
	
	5
	
	

	
	Credits to be accumulated in elective courses
	
	5
	
	5
	
	

	14.
	Internship
	Required
	5
	
	
	5
	

	15.
	MA thesis 
	Required
	30
	
	
	
	30

	
	Overall credits:
	
	120
	30
	30
	30
	30

	


Research Component

Interdisciplinary Master’s program in Gender was initiated on the bases of the Center for Social Sciences in 2005-2007. The topics which are studied as research components are the following: 

· Domestic violence

· Trafficking

· Global feminism
· Gender problems in Georgia

· Gender roblems in the Trans-Caucasian region

· Women’s International movement

· Activities of International donor organizations in the area of gender studies (Georgia’s case)

· Local non-governmental organizations practicing gender and women’s issues 

Thesis Assessment Criteria

The following chart represents Master’s thesis evaluation criteria, which are divided into 3 categories: 

· Logic and argumentation 

· Organization 

· Originality 

The theses will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

	Points
	Logic and Argumentation 


	Organization of the Thesis 
	Originality 

	85 < 
	A graduate student clearly formulates the hypothesis and consistently defends it with a well-developed argumentation; ideas supporting the hypothesis are clear, rational, commonsense and valid; argumentation in each chapter and paragraph of the thesis is well-argued and persuasively deals with the actual and potential counter-arguments. 


	All parts of the thesis are well-connected with each other; the introduction clearly puts the question and gives a clear understanding of the composition of the rest of the thesis; in the main part of the thesis, the research question is well analyzed and studied; in the conclusion, all argumentation is well summed-up; stylistically, the thesis is well-written. Bibliography is well composed and well organized. 
	Thesis can contribute originally to the researched subject; it may have a certain influence on policy-making in its field; or may offer a deep evaluation of the dominant theory or view in its field. Thesis has a value in terms of academic novelty. Thesis is distinguished by the academic and practical importance. 



	70-84
	Thesis clearly formulates the hypothesis and defends it with a well-presented argumentation, which is clearly and logically divided in chapters; the basis of the argumentation is a well-documented and logically well-developed reasoning. Counter-arguments are logically rejected. 
	Thesis demonstrates goods skills of academic writing and research; introduction, the main body of the thesis and the conclusion are basically well-organized and stylistically well-written. Bibliography is well composed and well organized. 
	Thesis exhibits the author’s ability to adequately assess the dominant theory or view in the field of study; author tries to contribute originally to the field of research. Thesis has some academic and practical importance. 



	51-69
	Thesis exhibits a certain hypothesis, which is proven. However, the argumentation supporting the hypothesis may not be valid or persuasive. Author’s argumentation is sometimes inconsistent and arbitrary. 
	Thesis exhibits the author’s ability to research but the structure of the thesis lacks clarity. Documentation and bibliography lack consistency. Thesis has stylistic defects. 
	Thesis confirms that the author can identify the basic theoretical problems and discuss the basic theoretical and practical issues related with the topic of research. 

	< 50 
	Thesis represents an eclectic collection of ideas, which does not exhibit an adequate reasoning or logical consistency. Argumentation is superficial; information necessary for the argumentation is not evident or is inadequate and wrong. 


	Thesis does not have a clear structure and is organized arbitrarily, including the introduction and conclusion. Documentation and bibliography are either absent or is haphazardly organized and lacks the academic style. Thesis has serious stylistic faults. 
	Thesis simply follows the main views of the dominant theory, without trying to assess it.
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3

