Appendix 2 - Description of courses and seminars

Program Curriculum: 

1. Academic Writing and Presentation Skills (Maya Kalandadze)

The Course focuses on development of academic writing skills by raising awareness of, practicing and reflecting upon the conventions of written texts. The course will cover four main genres of academic writing: an argumentative essay, critique, position paper and research paper. Students will acquire an awareness of and ability to use effectively the discourse patterns of Academic English, improve critical reading and thinking skills, have an opportunity to develop writing process through generating ideas, drafting, peer evaluation and teacher grading, learn to take into consideration the expectations of their readership with regard to academic discourse conventions. The students will also learn how to incorporate the work of other authors into their own writing according to existing requirements of academic practice. (Preparatory course; pass/fail mark; required)

2. Social Research Methods (Tinatin Zurabishvili, Lia Tsuladze, Tamar Tskhadadze)
The objective of this course is to give students general overview of research methods, and the possibility to make informed decision in respect to the research component of their MA thesis. Students will acquire introductory knowledge of basic research methods in the social sciences, both quantitative and qualitative. The course will acquaint them with different research strategies and methods for conducting academic research independently. On the completion of the course students will be able to develop and present MA thesis work including all necessary academic rules. (Required)

Evaluation: 
Class attendance and participation

10%

Home assignments


25%

Mid-term exam 



25%


Final exam 



40%

3. Introduction to Economics (Mikheil Tokmazishvili)

The objective of this course is to introduce students to fundamental issues of economics. The course will offer the most important theories of macroeconomics and microeconomics. It covers the problems of supply-demands, taxation, production and costs, money, competitive and monopoly markets, macroeconomic environment, inflation, unemployment, the government’s role and intervention in the economics and etc. After completing this course students will be able to apply basic economics conceptions in the political decision-making process. (Required)

Evaluation: 
Class attendance and participation

10%

Home assignments


25%

Mid-term exam 



25%


Final exam 



40%

4. Policy Analysis (Nana Macharashvili)
This course seeks to provide students with both conceptual framework and practical experience in analyzing public policies by surveying the major questions, concepts, and theoretical approaches surrounding the study of policy analysis. These elements are grouped within four broad categories: the policy process, policymaking and the prospective and retrospective analysis, based on policy input and policy impact as ex ante and ex post analytical procedures of decision-making process. Participants of the course will acquire the skills required to define and critically analyze policy issues and problems, choose the relevant methods and techniques for policy analysis, evaluate alternative policy solutions and assess the means and costs of implementation. (Required)
Evaluation: 
Class attendance and participation 

10%

Home assignments 


25%

Mid-term exam



 25%


Final exam 



40%

5. Public International Law and International Human Rights Law (Anna Tabidze)

This course provides an overview of principles of public international law and the mechanisms of human rights protection. It deals with the subjects and sources of international law as well as UN system and its regulations. The students will acquire the ability to understand fundamental concepts as sovereignty and domestic jurisdiction, the law of treaties and customary international law, legal aspects of the maintenance of international peace and security. Participants will also study the concept of human rights and mechanisms of their protection, among them the right of life, prohibition of torture, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment, freedom of speech, etc. Special emphasis will be made on the rights of women and children. (Required)

Evaluation:
Quizzes 




20%

Attendance 



5%

Midterm exam 



25%

Final exam 



50%
6. International Human Rights, State Sovereignty and Intervention (Khatuna Salukvadze)

This intensive course will explore normative political theory as applied to important issues in international affairs and global politics. Recent international political thinking on the normative grounds for intervention will be reviewed, and its emphasis will be placed on human rights in the system of international political and legal framework. The course proceeds from introducing the notions of sovereignty, international human rights, self-determination, and the UN Charter and intervention to an examination of types of intervention situations and modes of intervention behavior: humanitarian intervention, sanctions, failed and failing states, nation-building, and terrorism. (Elective)

Evaluation:
Class participation and presentations: 
25%

Mid-term assignment: 


35%

Final Exam:  



40% 

7. History of the Soviet Union (Timothy Blauvelt)
This course is a survey of the political, social and cultural history of the Soviet Union from the Bolshevik Revolution to the collapse of the Soviet Union and its aftermath, with particular emphasis on political leadership and on the issue of nationalities policy and ethnic minorities. (Elective)

Evaluation:
Midterm exam:         


20%                

Final examination:         


50%                

Film Reaction paper         


10%                

Attendance and participation:

20%

8. Politics of Development: Theoretical and Institutional Aspects (David Abesadze)
The aim of the course is to critically assess some of the most important analytical schools of thought that have guided the study of the Third World development. Course also discusses issues of the design, creation, and reform of formal political institutions, major obstacles to economic reform and rational development policymaking: poor governance, corruption, rent-seeking and deadlocked legislatures. (Elective)

Evaluation: 
class attendance and participation 

10%

Presentation



20%

Mid-term exam



30%

Final exam 



40%

9. Economies of Transition (Koba Turmanidze)
The course has the following objectives: (1) To introduce the main concepts and paradigms of market making and to provide them with an analytical framework that can be applied for studying specific reform policies; (2) To identify the common and specific features of economic transformation experience throughout the region of Central and Eastern Europe; (3) To discuss and evaluate the major schools of descriptive and normative “transition science” in the light of more than a decade of experience. (Elective)
Evaluation:
Participation in discussions: 

10%

Presentation on assigned additional readings: 15%

Midterm examination: 


30%

Group policy paper: 


35%

Presentation on the group policy paper: 
10%
10. Regional Politics in the South Caucasus (George Mchedlishvili)
The course covers the social, political and economic events and trends in the South Caucasus republics as well as how the interests of the outside powers shape the developments in the Region. The latest developments in the South Caucasus states are studied with the analysis of to what extent they were anticipated as well as possible future scenarios. The events taking place on the global scale that might have implications to the region are studied, with special emphasis on the regional and global powers as well as international institutions. And vice versa, the developments within or pertaining to the region are being analyzed through the prism of national interests of the interested powers. 

Evaluation:
Class participation: 



Classroom quizzes and take-home memos: 
10%   

Mid-term exam: 



30% 

Final exam: 



40% 

11. Theories and Practice of Democratization 
The course will focus on the theory and practice of democracy as well as related themes of civil society and civil engagement. Various theories will be considered that seek to understand and defend democratic governance. Nature of democracy will be studied in contrast to other forms of government such as bureaucratic elitism, aristocracy, theocracy, and authoritarianism. The course will also analyze basic principles of democratic development, such as human rights and its fundamental links with democratic regimes, equality, liberty and justice. (Elective)

Evaluation: 
Class attendance and participation

10%

Home assignments


25%

Mid-term exam 



25%


Final exam 



40%

12. International Relations Theory (Eka Akobia)
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the study of international relations. The course will examine what international relations scholars study and how international relations are studied. The students will acquire the ability to understand the theoretical frameworks that are used by the scholars of international politics to interpret world events. In addition, this course’s objective is to understand how different theoretical frameworks lead to very different understandings of the world and produce different policy prescriptions. (Elective)

Evaluation: Class Participation: 



10%

Review and presentation: 


20%

Essays: 




40%

Final Exam: 



30%

13. International Political Economy (Nino Zhvania)
Purpose of the course is to introduce some of the fundamental relationships between politics and economics on both the domestic and international levels, and explain how these two are mutually dependent. It also intends to show how on the international level political decisions intervene on all economic decisions and vice versa. Furthermore, the course examines the politics of globalization from different perspectives and illustrates historical developments of the global economy. The course also aims at encouraging students to think about different aspects of IPE from the South Caucasus’s perspective. (Elective)

Evaluation: Attendance: 




10%

First midterm exam: 


20%

Second midterm exam: 


20%

Paper: 




20%

Final exam: 



30%

14. Strategic Administration in the Public Sector (Khatuna Salukvadze)
This course aims to broaden the understanding of students on how strategic management and leadership are formed in the public sectors of democratic societies. The course will give participants an overview of the key assumptions and tools of the public administration that are being applied around the world, and their critical examination. Students will acquire a sound understanding of the public policy process, including consideration of the political context within which the public administrators operate. They will also learn about the key managerial skills that a successful public manager must have (clear communication, assessment and analysis, decision-making, encouraging innovation and change, working with teams) and acquire some practice in doing them. (Elective)

Evaluation: 
Class participation and attendance: 

35%

Mid-term assignment:    


30% 
Final Exam:



35% 

15. Policy Analysis of Development (Keti Vashakidze)
This course aims to introduce students to current developments in development policy debates. The course will provide students with conceptual foundation and tools to critically assess the basic assumptions and politics that guide particular policy choices as well as the design, implementation and impact of specific development policies. Participants will gain insights into the politics and strategies involved in the increasingly complex and contested arena of development policy making and enhance practical skills. (Elective)
Evaluation:
Attendance, participation, presentations: 
35%

In-class or take-home exam: 

30%

Team Project + Critical Review: 

35%
16. Migration Policy in International Perspective (Aaron Erlikh)
This course surveys the most pressing issues in contemporary migration management and policy in a comparative perspective.  The course examines issues of demography, the economic supply and demand for labor, the effect that migration has on development, and other topical issues such as trafficking in persons, ethnic conflict and migration.  By the end of the course students will understand how these various aspects of contemporary migration interact, and will understand the contours of both international and regional policy debates on the issue. (Elective)

Evaluation: 
Class attendance and participation

10%

Home assignments


25%

Mid-term exam 



25%


Final exam 



40%

17. International Organizations (Tamar Khuntsaria)

This course studies some leading international organization (UN, EU, IMF, WB, WTO) and examines the global processes that are organizing the international system. We will identify patterns and norms that define and shape global relations, and see how those patterns may clash or compliment each other as well as examine how they may relieve or worsen global problems. The goal of this course is to allow students develop a perspective that is sensitive to these global patterns and conditions, and develop an appreciation of global problems, a sense of how organizations help us deal with global problems and how the international system is organized (Elective).  

Evaluation:
Midterm exam 



25% 

Final exam 



25%
Three case studies 


15% total 

Research paper: 



25%

Daily class participation 


10%
18. European Union Politics (Tamar Khuntsaria)

The course covers the historical perspectives of establishing the European Union and studies the present EU Institutions and Policies, including the Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement issues. The goal of the course is to develop students’ perspective on how EU institutions function and its policies develop as well as to conceptualize the mechanisms with which EU interacts with member and non-member states (Elective). 

Evaluation:
Midterm exam 



15%


Final exam 



15%
Research paper 



50%
Daily class participation 


10%
Regular attendance and reading of literature 10%
19. Politics of Post-Soviet Transition (Dimitri Gugushvili)
The aim of this course is to explore the nature of the post-communist transition - why has it taken such contrasting forms in different countries? Why have some nations succeeded in transition while others have failed? Rather than surveying the transitions in each individual country, the course aspires to develop theoretical foundations for understanding the nature of all of them.  The course will draw on concepts and readings from economics of transition, political economy and international relations. The course is divided into four major parts. The first part will provide the students with an in-depth understanding of the communist system, how it functioned, its inherent weaknesses and the reasons that led to its collapse. The second part will explore the major political aspects of the transition, while the third part will focus on economic and social reforms. The concluding part will assess the results and outcomes of the transition and explore some future prospects (Elect.)
Evaluation: 
Presentation +active participation throughout the course 25%; 
Essay (2000-word): 75% 

20. Social Policy (Dimitri Gugushvili)
The aim of the course is to provide students with substantial knowledge of social policy based on the works of prominent authors and researchers of this sphere. In addition to this the students will become familiar with the methods used for analyzing social policy and use of social statistics. Course objectives are to study the core concepts of social policy, make critical evaluation of existing academic literature and comparative analysis of international social policy, to study the use of social statistics, study and analyze Georgian social policy. Students will become familiar with the notion of social policy and welfare state and the reasons for its development, factors affecting social policy, also reasons for major social problems – poverty and inequality. They will study welfare models of developed states and the most important aspects of social policy: financing of welfare, social insurance and assistance, pension systems, tax regimes and their impact on social policy, also labor market policies. Course also will review the challenges of modern welfare states and responses to these challenges, also EU social policy and the future of the Georgian welfare state (Elective).
Evaluation: 
Presentation +active participation throughout the course 25%


Essay (2000-word) 



    75%

21. Political Identity and the Nation State (George Welton)(
The objectives of the course are: to introduce students to a range of theoretical approaches for examining nationalism and the nation state; to explain the history of the nation as it emerged in Western Europe; to develop the analytical skills necessary to structure political and social scientific arguments; to develop the research skills necessary to formulate a question on the structure of nationalist discourse in the region and to investigate it using primary materials; to develop communication and presentational skills generally in both an oral and a written context. In addition to providing information on the history and operation of nationalism in Western Europe and the former Soviet Union, the course will also aspire to develop research skills of the students by requiring them to produce a research project on the modern operation of nationalism in their countries. (Elective)

Evaluation:
Seminar involvement:  



20%

Presentation: 




20%
Research Assignment: 



60%
22. Politics of the European Union (Sergi Kapanadze)

The course intends to provide students with the fundamental knowledge about the processes, institutions, different policies and the decision-making process of the European Union and theoretical knowledge about European integration. Participants will receive fundamental information about the current state of EU-Georgian relations, as well as the perspectives of further integration. At the end of the course EU accession negotiations simulation will be conducted, which will help students to employ the knowledge they have gained during the course in practical terms, as well as understand tough sides of the negotiation process. (Elective)

Evaluation:
Class Participation:



 15%

Article review: 




25 %

Midterm: 




30%

Course paper: 




30%

23. Foreign Policy Analysis (George Welton) *
The objectives of the course are: to familiarize students with the main concepts and instruments of foreign policy analysis; to enhance the analytical skills necessary to develop transferable balanced judgment; to foster sensitivity to potential tensions and unintended consequences of foreign policy; to develop detached and dispassionate analysis of highly charged political issues; to further enhance communication and presentational skills generally in both an oral and a written context. (Elective)

Evaluation:
Attendance and involvement: 


20%

Class work: 




30%

Final paper: 




50%

20. Methods for Policy Research and Analysis (Akaki Dvali) 

This course provides knowledge and analytical skills in key aspects of public policy research, analysis, and processes. The course answers the following questions: What is the difference between policy and politics? Who makes public policy? What forms do these policies take? What issues do they address? What institutional factors shape them? What are the stages of the policy making process? What role does scientific research play in policy making process? How to design and implement quality policy research? (Elective)

Evaluation:
Policy memo: 




30%

Research design project: 



30%

Policy analysis exercise: 



10%

In class presentations: 



10%

Participation and attendance: 


20%

24. Europe and Its New Neighbors (Stephen Jones) *
The course will examine how the EU dealing with the issues of the enlargement to Central and Eastern European countries issues and how will relations with the new neighbors affect the domestic and foreign policies of the EU. The questions raised will include what is Europe – does it extend to Turkey – and who is European. Participants will study EU’s new neighbors - the Western Newly Independent States - Russia, Belarus, Moldova, and Ukraine, and Southern Mediterranean countries - Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia, and new problems for the EU, including migration pressures, human trafficking, refugees and the rise of right wing anti-immigration parties. (Elective)

Evaluation:
Attendance: 10%; 

Presentation:   20%

Book review: 20%; 

Final paper: 50%

( Not offered in 2008-2009
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