Program Title: Gender Studies
International, English-language program is being developed and administered at TSU by the Center for Social Sciences within OSI HESP grant (code EO476)

Academic Supervisor of the program: Joanna Regulska (regulska@rci.rutgers.edu ); Professor of Women's Studies and Geography; Dean of International Programs, SAS; Rutgers University; 26 Nichol Ave (Temporary); New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1248; tel 732/932-2699 ext 159; fax 732/932-1226
Academic Degree Offered: PhD in Gender Studies.
Qualification of the program 

Goals and objectives:
The aim of the PhD program is to provide students with comprehensive theoretical knowledge and training in research tools essential to scholarship in Gender Studies and to supervise their thesis projects through to completion. Program will prepare a new generation of scholars in Gender Studies being able to contribute to the development of the field through generation of new knowledge, implementation of high quality independent research and academic practice. 
Joanna Regulska, Professor of Women's Studies and Geography Dean of International Programs, SAS Rutgers University (AFP IS in Gender Studies since 2005) is involved in international PhD program in Gender Studies as visiting professor. In addition to the visiting professorship, the PhD program will involve students’ training abroad and co-supervision by scholars at other institutions. CSS collaborates with CEU Gender Studies Department and, since 2006, is participating in the HESP-supported program Developing Gender Studies Programs. CEU Faculty Mobility Grants can be used for arranging CEU faculty members’ visits to provide prospective PhD students with instruction and thesis supervision. Other courses Gender Studies curriculum will be delivered by local Faculty members of Gender Studies MSocSc program.

The Gender Studies international PhD program’s curriculum has three streams: substantive, methodological and preparation for academic practice and sets three major objectives: 
· to support and enrich students’ doctoral research; 
· to deepen students’ knowledge of the discipline; 
· to strengthen students’ skills as academic practitioners. 

Learning Outcomes 

After graduation from international PhD program in Gender Studies the students will acquire a new and deepened knowladge in discipline, will be able to generate a new knowledge in the field, critically analyse academic research implemented by others and apply existing experience for spreading it on international scale through scientific publications as well as pedagogical work. 
Program graduates will demonstrate: 

· Fundamental knowledge of classical texts and contemporary debates in Gender Studies
· Skills for planning and implementation if independent scientific work in the field
· Skills to make effective public presentations on fulfilled research 
· Knowledge and skills to publish profesionally an academic article on implemented research in international peer-reviewed journals 

· Ebility of developing new academic program in the field, preparing new lecture courses and seminars and publishing them as a handbooks

· Teaching skills for delivering courses and seminars on BA, MA and PhD level using innovated methodologies of teaching 

Preconditions for Admission:

· Master’s degree in Social Sciences, MA degree in Gender Studies is preferable 

· English language proficiency – B2 level - demonstrated either by taking the corresponding examination at TSU language Center or submitting standardized English Language test scores (TOEFL IBT 82 or equivalent on IELTS 6.2, Cambridge, etc.)

Admission requirements for prospective doctoral students are quite straightforward – any student with MA (as required by the Higher Education Law) may apply. The selection process will be based on a research proposal, presented by the student to the selection committee. The semi-finalists will have to pass an interview as well. Ultimately, their admission also depends on the availability of faculty members (both local, and, if applicable, foreign) with corresponding research interests. 

Application procedure and selection: 

· Submission of application form and first round selection

· English language examination (requirement B2 level)

· Interview of semi-finalists

All registered applicants have to pass Research Methods Training Module consisted of following courses: Philosophy of Social Sciences, Introduction to Applied Statistics and Social Research Methods. Candidates who have already completed equivalent coursework at the MA level may request exemption from this requirement. If they wish to request exemption, they must provide the syllabi for the courses they have taken and also the marks received to the Admissions Commission and to the DTU officer
.

Structure of the PhD Program 

Language of instruction: English

Length of study: four years

Students are obliged to cover the teaching component – substantive (discipline specific core seminars), research design seminars and academic practice (pedagogy, academic writing/journal article, grant proposal and academic program administration) – that will take minimum three semesters and dissertation (five semesters).
The number of PhD credits is set by the law at a minimum of 180 ECTS credits, mostly allocated for independent research. The whole program is divided into 1) Research and 2) Teaching components. 

140 ECTS is devoted to graduate students’ independent research.  

The teaching component of doctoral credits, as defined by TSU is at least 40 credits which are divided between following components: 

· 15 ECTS - Substantive discipline-specific courses 

· 10 ECTS – Research Methods Training

· 10 ECTS - doctoral colloquiums I and II 

· 5 ECTS – Innovative Teaching Methods – practice of teaching.
The benchmarks of PhD progress and feedback systems are provisionally set at three stages: the first stage - at the end of the second academic term, students submit their research proposal for evaluation; the second stage is completed at the end of the training process, after three terms, when students submit the conceptual part of the paper and the first substantive chapter. (These chapters will be assessed by external examiners.) The third stage is the submission of the complete thesis, followed by a defense, again including external examiners. 

Discipline specific curriculum for PhD program in Gender Studies

The doctoral program in Gender Studies will be designed with a strong emphasis on interdisciplinary studies. Therefore, applicants will not be required to have a previous degree in Gender or Womens' Studies specifically. Instead, persons with master’s degrees in other relevant fields will be also encouraged to apply to the program. Students without previous formal training in Gender or Womens' Studies, however, will be required to complete additional courses beyond the coursework mandatory for all students of the program (the core curriculum). These additional courses will be selected from the core curriculum of the existing Master’s Program in Gender Studies.

Core curriculum for the first term (Spring 2011):

· Substantive: Field seminar (1): Contemporary Feminist Theories (15 sessions of two hours)

· Method: Research Design Seminar (1): Choosing and refining a research question (six sessions of two hours)

· Academic Practice: The Practice of Teaching (1): Delivering a lecture (six sessions of 1.5 hours)
Second term (fall 2011):

· Substantive: Field Seminar (2): Contemporary debates (six sessions of two hours)

· Method: Research Design (2): Choosing a Method (six sessions of two hours)

· Academic Practice: The Practice of Teaching (2): Leading seminars
Third term (spring 2012): 

· Substantive: Field Seminar (3): Contemporary debates (four sessions of two hours)

· Method: Research Design (3): Work in Progress (six sessions of 1.5 hours)

· Academic Practice: Preparing a journal article (3 sessions of 1.5 hours) and a conference presentation (3 sessions of 1.5 hours)
Remaining terms will be focused on continuing supervision of doctoral research. 

There will also be some additional courses for students without previous training in Gender/Women Studies. As mentioned above, because of the inherently interdisciplinary character of Gender Studies, applicants will not be required to have a previous degree specifically in Gender or Womens' studies. 
Students without previous formal training in Gender or Womens' Studies will be required to complete additional courses beyond the coursework mandatory for all students of the program (the core curriculum) which is: Basics of Gender and Feminist Theories (10 ECTC); Historic Aspects of Women’s Rights (5 ECTS); Agency, Subjectivity and Social Change (5 ECTS).
Detailed timeline of the program:

The following are provisional aspects of the duration and phases of doctoral program. After the research proposal workshop, students will start three terms of studies (i.e. periods of study in September-January and February-June), each of which includes: research design seminars (interdisciplinary methodology, and work-in-progress seminars), discipline-specific core seminars, and academic practice seminars (teaching practice, research management, writing an academic article, writing a grant proposal). 
Students will be given a chance to spend a term (or less) at a well-established foreign university according to their research needs.  
The benchmarks of PhD progress and feedback systems are provisionally set at three stages: at the first stage, at the end of the second academic term, students submit a research proposal for evaluation; the second stage is completed at the end of the training process, after three terms, when students submit the conceptual part of the paper and the first substantive chapter. (These chapters will be assessed by external examiners.) The third stage is the submission of the complete thesis, followed by defense, again including external examiners. 

Supervision of the thesis will be dual – by a local and foreign supervisor, if researchers and funds are available. The thesis must be written and defended in English if the co-supervisor is a foreign academic. 
Teaching by graduate students will be limited, and considered to be part of their doctoral training. PhD students will be involved in undergraduate and graduate teaching assistance, apart from their own research and training. Departments will take responsibility in providing them with adequate paid teaching experience. 

International PhD program will begin from September 2010 and end by December 2014. Duration of the whole program is 4 academic years. Bellow is provided detailed schedule and timeline for proposed activities.

	Academic Year
	Dates:
	Activities
	Special Deadlines

	I
	September 2010 – August 2011  
	Study component and 

Teaching practice
	· End of July 2011 – submission of research proposal

	II
	September 2011 – August 2012
	Study component and

Teaching practice
	· End of December 2011 (after three terms)– Submission of conceptual part of the paper and the first substantive chapter.

· Spring semester of 2011-2012 – student’s approval for Candidacy

	III
	September 2012 – August 2013
	Teaching practice 

Thesis writing with supervision. 
	

	IV
	September 2013 – October 2014
	Thesis writing

Thesis submission

Oral defense
	· End of November 2014–PhD Thesis submission

· End of February 2015 – PhD thesis Defense


Facilities 
CSS created one of the few social science libraries in Georgia, and it is extensively used both by the faculty and students of TSU. This project envisages the constant updating of the library based on the needs of the workshops (administrative training, research training, methodology training) as well as the students’ requirements for books, databases, online journals, etc. The upgrading of databases and the library will be closely coordinated with the partner institutions, to avoid double charging of expenses. 

Employment opportunities: 
International PhD program in Gender Studies will encourage creation of a new generation of scholars in the field in Georgia. This cohort of young scientists will be able to be involved in promotion of high quality academic teaching of Gender Studies in all levels of higher education (BA, MA and PhD) and implementation of independent research in the field or adjacent interdisciplinary areas of social sciences. Graduates of PhD program will have capacity to get both administrative and academic leading positions at the universities. They also will be able to work as high qualified experts of the field and get the leading positions in think-tanks, governmental, international or local non-governmental organizations participating in policy making processes. 

Contact Persons: 
Marine Chitashvili, CSS Director (mchitashvili@ucss.ge) 

Manana Mikaberidze, CSS administrative director, CSS Doctoral Training Unit officer (mmikaberidze@ucss.ge).[image: image1.png]



� Detailed description of Research Methods Training module is given in Appendix  # 1
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