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Teaching the Research Methods and Academic Writing at the Faculty of Social and Political Studies at Tbilisi State University: State of Art, Challenges and Further Development

The Faculty of Social and Political Sciences is the new emerged entity at Tbilisi State University and faces serious problems in building the new curriculum in context of reforms entire education system in Georgia. The programs for higher education are based on outdated understanding on school education background of students enrolled at first step of education and the programs for the bachelors’ level are very much specialized and follow the tradition of five year education of specialists. Due to this fact duplication of some courses at senior bachelors and masters level has been taken place. At the same time some courses that are essential for graduates in social sciences are not taught at the standard level of contemporary understanding and students do lack the knowledge of basic and transferable skills for life long learning and career building. We consider that one of the blocks of such essentials are research methods and academic writing. We are aware that we could not decide on the behalf of the faculty how to build the curriculum, but we could indicate how these already developed courses could be used in the building curricula at the faculty for the benefit of students at all levels of academic programs. Below we put the open space for the discussion for the issues we do not feel enough competence to put our ideas as recommendations and hope that our initiatives will be reviewed by our colleagues at the faculty received as baseline for developing high quality curriculum.

All courses in academic writing and some in research methods are developed at CSS. First they were taught at CSS masters programs and afterwards were modified and institutionalized at TSU for bachelors and masters level. CSS has developed essential library resources and readings in academic writing and research methods. Faculty developed the new courses extended syllabi and readers of which are kept at the library.
 

Nowadays the academic writing in Georgian and in English could be taught at all level of academic programs. We consider the following break-down as minimum:

Bachelors – argumentative essay, critic, position paper

Masters – research paper, research proposal, masters thesis

PhD – dissertation writing

Nowadays faculty curriculum includes mandatory academic writing only for bachelors and masters and PhD programs do not have it in curriculum at all. CSS curriculum has academic writing as pre-course three week training. To respond some of the challenges of current situation we think that TSU and Faculty should develop the institutional setting to implement the ongoing opportunity for access to study the academic writing depending on the request from students.

Research Methods teaching has no coherent philosophy at FSPS and is not oriented on learning outcomes depending on level of academic program. There is wide range of courses at bachelors and masters levels, but no courses at all on PhD programs. Further more the research done by the local scholars could not be valued as matching the internationally recognized standards. The basic problem is data analysis and lack of training in research methods in fields like political science, international relations, journalism. The contemporary literature in research methods in Georgian is not existing and/or parts of translated extracts or reviews are incomplete. The most week side of research methods curriculum is teaching philosophy or methodology of social sciences. Faculty curriculum intention to introduce the core course at bachelors level the methodology of social sciences failed due to disagreement among the faculty members how to understand the basics of methodology and what to teach to students. 

Taking into consideration the learning outcomes for bachelors and masters graduates, human resources and faculty development perspectives we propose to breakdown the existing courses in following way:

Bachelors: core - 

· Introduction to Social Sciences (basic concepts and explanatory methodology of social phenomenon); 

· research methods in social sciences (general overview of all methods); 

· statistics,

· interview in social sciences

optional -

· range of different methods (focus groups, ethnography, survey research, statistics 2, etc. depending the interest and course work for graduation)

Masters; core -

· Philosophy of Social Sciences

· Qualitative research methods

· Quantities research methods 

optional -

· range of specific courses depending on filed of specialization plus masters thesis research question

We do not discuss here the courses at PhD level. We think that graduate school and common practice of PhD programs teach us that graduate courses are similar to masters and PhD students and difference is PhD research seminar. We thinks that the framework of PhD research seminar should be developed by the full professors leading the research at our faculty in close cooperation with external counterparts and AFP international scholars working at different departments. 
