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Women and girls are predominantly affected by sexual assault, which has become an effective weapon of war. Rape and other forms of sexual violence, such as forced prostitution, sexual slavery, forced impregnation, forced maternity, termination of pregnancy and forced sterilization have often been regarded as a “by-product” of armed events. 
Women may be unable or afraid to report such violations , in some countries the “shame” associated with rape is in a social sense perceived as even worse that the physical act itself.  As members of the civilian population, women and girls can be subjected to innumerable acts of violence during armed conflicts. Violent acts listed above are all criminal means and methods of warfare that have attracted more and more attention in recent years, mainly because of the widespread reporting of such acts in recent conflicts.
In my paper, I will touch upon a number issues related to the impact of war on women. Drawing on examples of sexual assault (during the “ethnic cleansing” in Georgia, as well as in the Balkan Region) in the past 20 years, I will analyze how the events of the war and the post-war reality refugee women face are reflected on them and what are the factors which increase their vulnarability and stressful condition.  
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